WILL WE TIE THE KNOT?
PROPERTY RIGHTS OF DE FACTO COUPLES
RANKIN

Many people believe that today the
NATH A N difference between living in a de facto
relationship and being married is

lawyers essentially a piece of paper. This is no
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the division of property in the event of
a breakdown of the relationship there
are still significant differences in the
matters that are considered.
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has made towards the welfare of For married couples the division of property is
the family including each other or adealt with under th&amily Law Act (Cth)

child of the relationship. 1975. In the event that a marriage breaks
\\ down the Family Court can order a division of
/’ An additional requirement before the property regardless of how long the parties
Court can consider a division of have been married.

property is that the parties must have
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